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Accelerating Permitting Procedures
-  with One Stop Shops - 



Agenda

1. Rationale

2. State of Play

3. Step by Step in Establishing OSSs

4. Discussion about challenges and improvements 



RE-related permits

 



Impact of permitting delays

McKinsey & Company, Five key action areas to put Europe’s energy transition on a 
more orderly path, August 2023.

World Economic Forum, How permitting processes are hampering Europe’s energy transition, 
September 2024.



Permitting procedures in revised RED



One Stop Shop in the revised RED



Step by step in establishing OSS



Step 1.1 – Conducting a permitting audit 



Additional Questions for Discussion: 
1. Are the registries digitalised? 
2. Who is analysing the data from the registries?
3.  For which procedure have you conducted auditing? 
4. Why did you choose that procedures? 
5. What is the purpose of auditing? Do you plan to simplify procedures?

Assessing permitting registries



What is the average duration of EIA screening 
procedures?

Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 2011/92/EU:

•  ≤ 90 days (≈ 3 months) for screening decision

Renewable Energy Directive (EU) 2023/2413:

•  ≤ 45 days → for renewable energy projects within 

RAAs

•  ≤ 30 days → for:

o installations < 150 kW, and

o repowering of renewable energy plants

Renewable Energy Directive (EU) 2023/2413:

• Renewables permitting:

o  ≤ 12 months → projects in “renewables acceleration 

areas”

o  ≤ 24 months → projects outside such areas



Compliance with EIA screening timeline

CONTRACTING PARTY Deadline for screening 
decision

Possible extensions Compliance with 90-day 
EIA directive

Compliance with 45-day 
red (RAAs)

Albania 45 days from complete 
application

Yes, up to +1 month Yes (≤90 days) Yes (meets 45 days, but 
extension may exceed)

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(FBIH)

60 days from submission Not specified Yes No

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(RS)

60 days from complete 
request

Not specified Yes No

Georgia 10–15 days after 
application registration

Not specified Yes Yes

Kosovo* Up to 60 days (max 90 
with extension)

Yes, capped at 90 days Yes No

Montenegro 4 working days after 
opinion deadline

Not specified Yes Yes

Moldova 20 days after opinion 
deadline

Yes, in exceptional cases Yes Yes (if no extension)

North Macedonia 30 days from submission Not specified Yes Yes
Serbia 30 days from complete 

request
Not specified Yes Yes

Ukraine Not defined in the law Not defined in the law n/a n/a



What is the typical cause of the long duration of 
RE-related permitting procedures?

Additional Questions for Discussion: 

1. What is a typical cause of changes in project 
design during the procedures? How could this be 
prevented?



Step 1.2-  Mapping legal framework for permitting 
and contact points 

Source: Permitting Protocol



Step 2: 
Defining goal and scope of RE OSS
 



Responsibilities of OSS models



Who are beneficiaries of OSS? 



Who does establish OSS?
Local, regional or national authorities? 



Which measures for accelerating RE permitting 
procedures are currently integrated?

Additional Questions for Discussion: 

1. How are the deadlines monitored? 
2. Who runs a website where a manual 

of procedures is published? 
3. Is it possible to implement 

simultaneous procedures at this 
moment ? 



For which segments of the RE permitting process 
is an OSS or single contact point available?

Additional Questions for Discussion:

1. What are the responsibilities of existing 
OSS?

2. Who has established it and  for what size of 
projects? 

3. Could existing OSS be upgraded in 
accordance with revised RED?



Step 3. 
Resource assessment and setting up the system 

Source: Permitting Protocol



Assessing human resources – example & exercise 

Guiding questions:

➢ What number of EIA screening procedures per year do you expect< taking into account your NECP targets? ie 56 
➢ What is an average completion time per screening?  ie 7 months 
➢ What working hours per month each screening requires? Ie 80-120 working hours
➢ How much is total effort in working hours? 
➢ How much full-time equivalent staff over the period is needed?

Inspiration taken from: Duration of the environmental impact assessment process and comparative development of 
renewable energy technology Energy community,25th meeting of the Environmental Task Force

https://www.energy-community.org/dam/jcr:0e6193ea-32eb-44ad-bc80-2eda6954db0f/OIKON_EIA%20duration%20assessment.pdf
https://www.energy-community.org/dam/jcr:0e6193ea-32eb-44ad-bc80-2eda6954db0f/OIKON_EIA%20duration%20assessment.pdf


Digitalisation in the EU renewables acquis and way 
forward



What is the level of digitalisation of RE permitting 
procedures? 

Additional Questions for Discussion:

1. Is the submission of documents and 
communication with investors 
available via email?

2. Is there a centralised platform for RE 
permitting? 



Step 4. 
Monitoring Performance of the OSS

Source: Permitting Protocol



Key Messages 



26

Check out: 
TNC’s projects and publications on smart-
siting approach  

Get in touch:
Biljana Grbic, biljana.grbic@tnc.org

Thank you for your attention!

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/europe/stories-in-europe/renewable-energy-people-nature-europe/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/europe/stories-in-europe/renewable-energy-people-nature-europe/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/europe/stories-in-europe/renewable-energy-people-nature-europe/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/europe/stories-in-europe/renewable-energy-people-nature-europe/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/europe/stories-in-europe/renewable-energy-people-nature-europe/
mailto:biljana.grbic@tnc.org
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