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ANNEX 13/33rd PHLG/30-04-2014  
 

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT  
OF THE BUDGET COMMITTEE 2013 

 
Background and Mandate 
This report follows the reporting requirements of the Budget Committee defined in the "Internal 
Rules of Procedure of the Budget Committee", in its item III.3, of 30 January 2008 and covers the 
financial year 2013. The report was approved by the Budget Committee at its meeting on 18 June 
2013. The Budget Committee of the Energy Community was set up under the "Procedures for the 
Establishment and Implementation of Budget, Auditing and Inspection" ("Budgetary Procedures") 
at its constitutive meeting on 30 January 2008 in Brussels.  
 
The Committee supervises and advises the Director in the financial management of the operations 
of the Energy Community under the conditions defined in the "Budget Committee Internal Rules of 
Procedure". 
 
Activities in 2013 
As a continuation of its work, the Budget Committee met three times in 2013 to discuss topics of 
budgetary and/or financial relevance. The agendas of these meetings are presented in Annex to 
this Report. Minutes of all the meetings were approved, distributed to the Members of the Budget 
Committee and are attached to this report. 
 
The members of the Budget Committee were consulted, when necessary, on budget and financial 
related matters. Among others, the Budget Committee had several topics of strategic importance 
on its agenda during 2013, such as:  

- consultation on the budget proposal for the biennium 2014-20151,  
- discussions on amendments to the current version of the Budgetary Procedures of the 

Energy Community of November 2006;  
- Director’s Budget Utilization Report under Art. 75 of the Treaty for the financial year 2012;  
- Proposal of the discharge decision of the Director to the Ministerial Council based of the 

year-end results for 2012 as well as on the Audit Report for the same period;  
 
In 2013, Mr. Stefan Tostmann and Mrs. Paloma Aba-Garrote2 were in charge of chairing the 
Budget Committee meetings. 
 
Conclusions 
In 2013 the Budget Committee received from the Secretariat all requested information of financial 
relevance in order to carry its tasks of supervision and advice.  
 
The Energy Community Financial Statements 2013 were audited and an unqualified audit opinion 
was issued. The Auditors’ Report 2013 was discussed at the Budget Committee meeting of 6 
March 2014. In the course of the audit 2013, no recommendations were issued to the Director.  
Based on all reports related to the budget execution for 2013, the Budget Committee concluded to 
propose the discharge decision for year 2013 to the Ministerial Council of the Energy Community 
at its next meeting on 23 September 2013.  
 

1 Adopted by the Ministerial Council on 24 October 2013 
2 The changed of responsibility as of 1/10/2014 was announced by Mr. Tostmann on 20/9/2013 
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ANNEXES: AGENDA AND MINUTES OF THE BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETINGS IN 2013 (in 
chronological order) 
 

I. Agenda of the 18th meeting of the Budget Committee of 11 April 2013 

1. Follow-up of the last meeting: Principles of reimbursement (item 7 of the Minutes of the 
Meeting of 22 November 2012) 

2. Year-end results/Audit Report 2012 (not used budget appropriations 2012 - Repayments to 
the Parties; Recommendations of Auditors)  

3. Budget 2013: Actual budget utilisation report; Parties contributions – status quo of 
payments  

4. Budget 2014-2015: preparation, status quo 
5. Financial Framework of the Energy Community Adjustments – Secretariat’s proposal for 

the Ministerial Council 
6. Organisational - meetings of the Committee in 2013  

 
II. Agenda of the 19th meeting of the Budget Committee of 18 June 2013 

 

1. Follow-up of the last meeting: Auditors’ recommendations 2012: Presentation of legal 
commitments in year-end accounts  

2. Budget utilization report 2013; Parties contributions 2012/2013– status quo of payments / 
repayments  

3. Adjustments of the Energy Community Procedures for the Establishment and 
Implementation of Budget, Auditing and Inspection  

4. Budget Committee’s Annual Activity Report 2012 
5. Reports to the Ministerial Council:  

a) Director’s Report on the Execution of the Budget 2012  
b) Budget Committee’s Report on Audit 2012 

6. Discharge Decision for the financial year 2012  
7. Energy Community Work Program and Budget 2014-2015 (Commission’s proposal)  

  
III. Agenda of the 20th meeting of the Budget Committee of 16 December 2013 

 
1. Welcome and Follow up of last meeting of 18 June 2013:  

a) Item 7 of the MoM dated 18 June 2013: Presentation of legal commitments in the 
Energy Community Financial Statements 

b) Item 9 of the MoM of 18 June 2013: Amendments of the Budgetary Procedures, 
next steps 

2. Budget 2013: Actual Budget Utilization Report; Studies 2013 – status of implementation, 
outstanding Budget Contributions 2013; Transfer of Budget Appropriations 2013; Budget 
Adjustments 2013 in year-end accounts;  

 
3. Budget 2014 – 2015: payment of contributions 2014 – procedures/deadline;  

 
4. Financial Reporting deadlines 2014;  

 
5. Organizational aspects (nominations to the Budget Committee; Meetings’ dates in 2014);  
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