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Designating Renewables Acceleration Areas

The Energy Community Secretariat, Technical Workshop on Renewable Acceleration Areas (RAAs) and RES 
Permitting Reform , Podgorica, 29 April 2026 

The Nature Conservancy, Biljana Grbić LL.M, Renewable Energy Planning and Permitting Expert



Agenda

1. Rationale 

2. State of play

3. Step by step in designating RAAs

4. Discussion about challenges and improvements 
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The Buildout Challenge

Huge increase in 

renewable energy needed 

to achieve net zero goals

Wind and 

solar require 

a lot of land

Potential for widespread 

buildout conflicts  — 

environmental, social, 

and land-use 

This could slow 

progress toward 

a net zero future



Renewable Acceleration Areas (RAAs)



RE mapping and RAAs designation in revised RED



1. Commitment 

2. Stakeholder 
mapping

3. Establishing working 
group

4. Collecting and 
analysing data 5. Creating maps

6. Drafting the RAA 
plan and mitigation 

rulebook

7. SEA

8. Community 
engagement

9. Adopting the RAA 
plan

10. Next steps -
Integrating the RAA 

plan into spatial 
plans/Using RAAs for 

auctions

Step by Step in Designating RAAs 



State of Play



Institutional framework – Who do what?  



Which authority should lead the process of 
designation of RAAs? 

Additional Questions for Discussion: 

1. What are pros and cons of top down and 
bottom-up approach? 

2. Do local authorities have capacities to map 
optimal locations/areas for RE? 

3. What are pros and cons of internal and external 
experts creating maps? 

 



Constraint 

Mapping

Development 

Mapping
Mapping 

Environmental 

and Social 

Values 

Bringing it 

together
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Biophysical and 

land use 

constraints; 

Legal Exclusions 

(protected areas)

Resource yield, 

grid and road, 

proximity, grid 

capacity, etc

Ranking of 

resource 

potential e.g., 

annual 

megawatts 

potential

Collecting, analysing data and creating maps 

Smart Siting Guide: Montenegro

Habitats, 

Migratory 

routes, 

Historical 

religious 

sites, touristic 

areas, 

recreation 

Optimal 

locations

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/europe/stories-in-europe/smart-siting-renewable-energy-montenegro/


Which of the following criteria are digitalised 
or GIS data that can be used to identify optimal 
locations?

Additional Questions for Discussion: 

1. Have you implemented recently 
or plan to implement measures 
that aims to improve the data 
quality (environmental data, 
spatial data)? 

 



What are the main challenges in the process of 
identifying optimal locations? 



Adopting and utilising RAA plan 



What policies or measures are adopted to 
support the identification of optimal locations?



Spain - priority treatment for 
social and territorial excellence 



Key messages 
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Check out: 
TNC smart siting

Get in touch:
Biljana Grbic, biljana.grbic@tnc.org

Thank you for your attention!
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