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Renewable Acceleration Area Pilots
Expression of Interest (EOI) for Technical Support 
A. Introduction
The Energy Community Secretariat, represented by its Centre for Renewables Acceleration (‘the Centre’), invites applicants to submit an Expression of Interest (EOI) for support in the form of the provision of technical assistance services to assist in the preparation, development, and/or implementation of Pilot Projects related to the designation of renewable acceleration areas in the Western Balkan’s Contracting Parties. 
Renewable acceleration areas (RAA) are designated zones identified by public authorities to fast-track the development of renewable energy projects by minimizing administrative barriers and shortening permitting timelines. The concept of RAAs was introduced in the European Union by the Renewable Energy Directive (RED III) in 2023 (Articles 15b to 15e). The procedure leading up to the designation of an RAA includes two steps, namely
· Firstly, the mapping for the potential for energy from renewable sources with a view to achieving the respective Contracting Party’s renewable energy target for 2030, covering also the demand development, the availability of grid and storage infrastructure and the availability of suitable areas, and
· Secondly, the designation of one or more RAAs by way of spatial planning, excluding Natura 2000 and other ecologically sensitive areas, focusing on artificial and built surfaces, and with full public participation and subject to a strategic environmental impact assessment.
Furthermore, the Directive provides flexibility to recognise and rely on existing designated areas as Renewable Acceleration Areas, provided that such areas comply with the criteria established under the Directive, as outlined in the second step.
Within the RAAs thus designated, fast permit-granting procedures for renewable energy projects will be applied, including accelerated environmental screening and the application of predefined mitigation measures, to speed up the deployment of RES in each Contracting Party.
The Ministerial Council of the Energy Community addressed the designation of renewable acceleration areas in its Recommendation 2024/1/MC-EnC of 11 December 2024 on accelerating the deployment of renewable energy projects and implementing the energy efficiency first principle. This Recommendation explicitly invites Contracting Parties to prepare the legal and institutional conditions for the implementation of RED III with respect to the designation of RAA. The Centre established by the Energy Community Secretariat, with the support of Open Society Foundations - Western Balkans, intends to support that process.
The purpose of this EOI is to identify suitable Pilot Projects which can benefit from initial or additional technical assistance services to increase the chances of realisation or successful implementation of a RAA in a given Contracting Party.
Pilot Projects within the meaning of this Call for EoI means any project conducive to the designation of an RAA in a Western Balkans Contracting Party of the Energy Community, including measures aimed at streamlining the institutional set-up and permitting procedures applicable within such areas.
B. Procedure
Potential applicants are hereby invited to express their interest in receiving support for a Pilot Project by providing the information required under Point C.
The deadline for applications is 28 May 2026 at 23.59.
The Centre will review all applications and rank them in accordance with a pre-established selection methodology. In the course of this review, applicants may be invited to provide clarifications, additional information and/or discussions at any time. All information provided will be treated confidentially and processed in accordance with the data protection rules applicable to the Energy Community Secretariat.
Once a Pilot Project has been selected by the Centre, a memorandum of understanding will be concluded with the applicant. This EOI does not constitute a commitment to award technical support. The Centre reserves the right to unilaterally cancel or modify the procedure at any stage. 
On the basis of a memorandum concluded, the Energy Community Secretariat will procure, in close coordination with the selected applicant, a provider of the technical assistance services requested. The implementation of the technical assistance will be guided by the selected applicant and monitored by the Centre.
Requests for clarification or assistance may be addressed to the Delegated Experts of the Centre. Furthermore, the Delegated Experts of the Centre will provide support to applicants throughout the application process. Please send your clarifications request via email to: nino.nikoleishvili@energy-community.org
by 25 May cob.
C. Pilot Project Selection
The selection of successful applications will be carried out in two steps, firstly on the merits of the proposed Pilot Project (i.e. the concrete technical assistance applied for) and secondly against the characteristics of the RAA to which that Pilot Project directly or indirectly relates (in particular for Pilot Projects under Category A, see below). 
With regard to the proposed Pilot Project, the following criteria will be applied: 
· Clarity, feasibility and readiness of the Pilot Project (including the status of the project idea, the availability of basic data and information, realistic scope considering limited budget and achievability within project timeframe);
· Relevance and impact of the Pilot Project;
· Stakeholder and institutional readiness (including the involvement of relevant authorities or stakeholders and their demonstrated willingness to collaborate within the development of the Pilot Project).
With regard to the characteristics of the RAA to be eventually designated, the following criteria will be relevant: 
· Technical and Spatial Screening (including suitability of the location for renewable energy deployment, contribution to the National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP) and other related strategic documents, as well as implications for Just Transition processes);
· Environmental and Social Screening (including the overall environmental and social conflict profile of the location according to RED III, including biodiversity sensitivity, presence of protected areas, land-use competition, and public acceptance);
· Permitting and Planning Framework (including the existence and quality of spatial planning/zoning for renewables, the clarity and predictability of permitting procedures, the integration of EIA/SEA processes, the institutional coordination, e.g. one-stop-shop structures).
As an important cross-cutting point, the relevance of the Pilot Project for the Just Transition process will be taken into account, including the relevance to coal, industrial, or economically vulnerable regions, the potential to support economic diversification and job creation, the contribution to socially balanced energy transition.


D. Information to be provided by applicants
1. General Information
· Western Balkans Contracting Party concerned: 
· Applicant (e.g. Ministry or similar institution, agency, municipality, etc., including consortia):
· Contact Person (Name, Position, Telephone, Email): 
· Public institution supporting the Project in the Western Balkans Contracting Party: 
· Other relevant partners in the Pilot Project (if any): 

2. Scope and Context of the proposed Pilot Project (Max. 800 words)
Please describe here the context for the proposed Pilot Project. A Pilot Project may be either linked to a concrete (potential) RAA, a specific site or area, an RAA project idea etc. (Category A) or be of general overarching nature provided the Pilot Project, to the extent that, if supported by the requested technial assistance, such assistance can be conducive for the designation of RAA (Category B). The description should include:
· Specification of the Pilot Project (multiple could be selected) to be supported by technical assistance. This may relate to the following (non-exhaustive) list of categories

☐ Identification of suitable areas for RAA 
☐ Spatial planning processes
☐ Feasibility studies and needs assessments
☐ Collection or verification of data (e.g. of technical, environmental, meteorological, financial, social nature)    
☐ Assist with the preparation of technical rules and guidelines related to the institutional set up (one-stop-shop or single contact point) or streamlining permitting processes (excluding primary legislation)
☐ Project design, planning and managing  
☐ Technical, financial, and economic analysis
☐ Reviewing legislative and regulatory framework, incl. proposing amendments
☐ Environmental and social impact assessments
☐ Procurement and contract management
☐ Monitoring, evaluation, and reporting
☐ Capacity building and stakeholder engagement
☐ Communication and visibility
☐ Other, namely _______________________________________________

· Category A: In case the requested technical assistance relates to a concrete RAA designation project, please summarise the information available on that RAA designation project.

· Category B: In case the requested technical assistance relates to possible gaps or obstacles in the general legal, regulatory or institutional framework of the Western Balkans Contracting Party concerned, or to possible insufficiency of data needed for the mapping of the national territory, please summarize the information available.   

3. Support Needs (Max. 500 words)
Please describe the type and magnitude (estimated budget needs) of the technical assistance requested for your Pilot Project in more detail. 
4. Motivation and Impact (Max. 500 words)
Please explain:
· What would you like to achieve with the Pilot Project and the technical support provided? 
· How does the requested support relate to other components needed for the designation of an RAA? How can it contribute to promoting, advancing, scaling of the overall process?
· Is there a funding gap for the requested support? Please list any other sources of available external support. 
· How does the Pilot Project and the RAA designation it relates to align with and contribute to national energy or climate priorities? Please reference Growth Plan, NECPs, long-term low-carbon strategies, or other strategic documents on national, regional or local level.
· Which stakeholders do you believe are relevant for the successful implementation of the Pilot Project and the RAA designation it relates to?



5. Feasibility and Readiness (Max. 300 words)
Please indicate:
· Current status of the Pilot Project (early idea / ongoing initiative / advanced planning etc.) 
· Availability of basic data or information required (e.g. land, grid, environmental constraints) 
· Key institutions and stakeholders already involved (including public authorities and financial institutions) and their level of commitment 
6. Economic and Social Relevance (max. 250 words)
Please explain if and how your proposed Pilot Project contributes to:
· Supporting regions affected by coal phase-out or just industrial transition (e.g. conversion of fossil industrial areas, brownfields etc.) 
· Supporting just industrial transition (e.g. by attracting clean or digital industries) 
· Optimising energy system adequacy, mitigating congestion problems etc. 
· Creating new economic opportunities (e.g. jobs, local value creation) 
· Addressing social or regional disparities 
· Other, namely: _________________________________________________
7. Initial Declaration
☐ We confirm our interest in carrying out the Pilot Project with the technical assistance provided.
☐ We confirm that the requested technical support is not financed by other means
☐ We will actively participate and collaborate with the Centre and the Open Society Foundations Western Balkans throughout the implementation of the Pilot Project.  

8. Attachments (optional)
Please provide relevant documents (optional), such as existing plans, concept notes, studies or maps
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