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Setting the Scene  
The Third Package in the  
Energy Community 
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Energy Community rationale 
 

Three levels of ambition 
• Short term: creating open and transparent national 

energy markets based on EU rules and capable of 
attracting investments in power generation and 
networks 

• Medium term: integrated regional energy market 
• Long term, full integration in the European Union's 

internal energy market 
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Timetable for implementation of the 2nd Package 

Treaty 
• General implementation deadline: 1 July 2007 

 (gas Regulation: 31 December 2008) 

• Opening of wholesale market: 1 January 2008 

• Opening for all customers: 1 January 2015 • Protocols of Accession 

• General implementation deadline: 31 December 2009 

• Opening of wholesale market: 1 January 2012 / 2013 

• Opening for all customers: 1 January 2015 
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EU 3rd Package to tackle structural problems 
 

• Effective unbundling of networks 
• Ownership Unbundling, ISO, ITO 

• Cooperation of network operators (ENTSO) 
• Development of harmonised network rules 

• Stronger powers for national regulators 
• Monitoring, investigations, enforcement 

• Transparency 
• Solidarity / cooperation 
• Consumer protection 
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A fully “new” legal framework ? 

• “Given the scope of the amendments that are being 
made herein to [the 2nd Package] it is desirable, for 
reasons of clarity and rationalisation, that the provisions 
in question should be recast by bringing them all 
together in a single text in a new [Directive / Regulation]”  

       *See recitals 
     

  “ 2nd Package” as upgraded! 
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3rd Package implementation 

• Interpretative notes published in January 2010 
• The Unbundling Regime 
• Third-Party Access to Storage Facilities  
• Retail markets 
• The Regulatory Authorities 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/gas_electricity/interpretative_notes/inter

pretative_note_en.htm 

 

• Development of framework guidelines and network 
codes 
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• Have a fruitful workshop! 
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